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Kursenieki language 


Kursenieki language (Kursenieki: Kursisk valuod; Latvian: 
Kursenieku valoda ) or Curonian language of Curonian 
isthmus® (German: Nehrungskurisch - 'Spit Curonian') is a 
dialect of the Latvian language spoken by the Kursenieki of the 
Curonian Spit, a thin strip of land stretching between southwestern 
Lithuania and Russia. In the process of various migrations of the 
14th-17th centuries, Curonians (already speaking a Latvian 
dialect) settled along the Curonian Spit in East Prussia and became 
known as Kursenieki. 

Kursenieki language was influenced by Old Prussian, Low 
German, High German and the Samogitian dialect successively, 
and by the end of the 18th century new Curonian dialects had 
formed, with the dialect of the Curonian Spit being notably 
distinct, due to its isolation from the mainland. Kursenieki 
vocabulary published in 1927 shows: 60% of Curonian words were 
the same as Latvian, 26% were loanwords from “German” (i.e. 
Low German and High German), and 13% from Lithuanian 
dialects. The Kursenieki language is mutually intelligible with 
Latvian, especially its southwestern dialects.® 

History 


Before World War II, the 
Kursenieki language was a 

sociolect of Curonian fishermen of the Curonian Spit. In other spheres 
of everyday life, Kursenieki used the Low German and High German 
languages. The events of the first half of the 20th century, including the 
Soviet and German occupatio ns of the Baltic sta tes and later East 
Prussia, led to the near extinction of the language, making it severely 
endangered. Several remaining native speakers live in Germany, having 
been expelled as "Germans" in the ethnic cleansing th at took place in 
East Prussia after World War II. 

Several pages of sample texts in Kursenieki language are included in 
the 1888 monograph Uber die Sprache der preussischen Letten by 
Adalbert Bezzenberger and the 1927 monograph Kursenieku valoda by 
Juris Plakis, where they describe the language spoken by the inhabitants 
of the Curonian Spit.® 

There is a 2002 documentary film Tarp astuoniq vejq ("Amidst Eight 
Winds") by Arvydas Barysas about the endangered Kursenieki language. The film, introducing the Curonian 
Spit, speaks about three brothers Sakutis (plural: Sakuciai) who had moved from the Spit to Sweden about 
60 years ago, but still speak "kursiskai" .®® In 2005 the film won the Best Overall Production Award at the 
second European Heritage Film Festival in Toblach (Italy) under the patronage of Europa Nostra.® 





In 1649 settlement of the 
Kursenieki language speaking 
Kursenieki spanned from Memel 
(Klaipeda) to Danzig (Gdansk) in 
Poland. 


Kursenieki language 

Kursisk valuod 

Region 

Curonian Spit 
(historically), 
Germany 
(nowadays) 

Native speakers 

2 full, 3 partial, a 
few passive 
speakers^ 

Language 

family 

Indo-European 

■ Balto-Slavic 


■ Baltic 


■ Eastern 

Baltic 


■ Latvian 


■ Kursenieki 
language 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

- 

Glottolog 

None 

































See also 


■ Curonian language 


References 


1. Dalia Kiseliunaite: The sociolinguistic evaluation and recording of the dying Kursenieku 
language (https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/32302756.pdf) Klaipeda University 

2. Skujina, Valentina (2007). ValodniecTbas pamatterminu skaidrojosa vardnfca (http://termini.lza. 
Iv/term.php?term=kursenieku%20valoda). Riga: Latvian Language Agency. ISBN 978-99-849- 
8369-1 

3. Pietsch, Richard: Deutsch-Kurisches Worterbuch, Verlag Nordostdeutsches Kulturwerk 
Luneburg 1991, p.17, ISBN 3-922296-60-2 

4. Bojtar, Endre (1999) Foreword to the Past: A Cultural History of the Baltic People (https://book 
s.google.dk/books?id =Erl CwAAQBAJ&pg=PA217) . Central European University Press. 

p. 217. ISBN 963-9116-42-4 

5. "ACTIVITY REPORT 2004, LITHUANIAN NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR UNESCO " (https:// 
unesco.lt/uploads/file/file_EN/Reports/report2004.pdf) 

6. "Tarp 8 vejij" (https://arvydasbarysasdotorg.wordpress.com/2014/09/28/tarp-8-veju/) the DVD 
annotation at an author's webpage (retrieved June 23, 2019) 

7 EUROPA NOSTRA Pan-European Federation for Heritage - NEWSLETTER Spring 2005 (htt 
p://www.patrimoniosos.it/rsol.php?op=getarticle&id=10942) 


Retrieved from "https://en.Wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kursenieki_language&oldid=969268299" 


This page was last edited on 24 July 2020, at 11:42 (UTC). 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using 
this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc. , a non-profit organization. 






